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In  count r ies  where  some of  ourIn  count r ies  where  some of  ourIn  count r ies  where  some of  ourIn  count r ies  where  some of  ourIn  count r ies  where  some of  our
Mar ianis t  Fami ly  i s  p resent ,Mar ianis t  Fami ly  i s  p resent ,Mar ianis t  Fami ly  i s  p resent ,Mar ianis t  Fami ly  i s  p resent ,Mar ianis t  Fami ly  i s  p resent ,
many sad events  have unfo ldedmany sad events  have unfo ldedmany sad events  have unfo ldedmany sad events  have unfo ldedmany sad events  have unfo lded
in the past  year .  These inc lude;in  the past  year .  These inc lude;in  the past  year .  These inc lude;in  the past  year .  These inc lude;in  the past  year .  These inc lude;
wars  in  Democrat i c  Republ i c  o fwars  in  Democrat i c  Republ i c  o fwars  in  Democrat i c  Republ i c  o fwars  in  Democrat i c  Republ i c  o fwars  in  Democrat i c  Republ i c  o f
Congo,  v io lence in  Kenya,Congo,  v io lence in  Kenya,Congo,  v io lence in  Kenya,Congo,  v io lence in  Kenya,Congo,  v io lence in  Kenya,
re l ig ious  persecut ion in  India,re l ig ious  persecut ion in  India,re l ig ious  persecut ion in  India,re l ig ious  persecut ion in  India,re l ig ious  persecut ion in  India,
hur r i canes  in  Hai t i ,  Cuba and thehur r i canes  in  Hai t i ,  Cuba and thehur r i canes  in  Hai t i ,  Cuba and thehur r i canes  in  Hai t i ,  Cuba and thehur r i canes  in  Hai t i ,  Cuba and the
USAUSAUSAUSAUSA .  And in  recent  months ,.  And in  recent  months ,.  And in  recent  months ,.  And in  recent  months ,.  And in  recent  months ,
g lobal  markets  have reached aglobal  markets  have reached aglobal  markets  have reached aglobal  markets  have reached aglobal  markets  have reached a
ser ious  c r i s i s  that  i s  a f fec t ingser ious  c r i s i s  that  i s  a f fec t ingser ious  c r i s i s  that  i s  a f fec t ingser ious  c r i s i s  that  i s  a f fec t ingser ious  c r i s i s  that  i s  a f fec t ing
al l  – r i ch  and poor .  These eventsa l l  – r i ch  and poor .  These eventsa l l  – r i ch  and poor .  These eventsa l l  – r i ch  and poor .  These eventsa l l  – r i ch  and poor .  These events
are  compel l ing us  to  a  deeperare  compel l ing us  to  a  deeperare  compel l ing us  to  a  deeperare  compel l ing us  to  a  deeperare  compel l ing us  to  a  deeper
commitment  to  our  work fo rcommitment  to  our  work fo rcommitment  to  our  work fo rcommitment  to  our  work fo rcommitment  to  our  work fo r
jus t i ce  and peace in  our  wor ld .jus t i ce  and peace in  our  wor ld .jus t i ce  and peace in  our  wor ld .jus t i ce  and peace in  our  wor ld .jus t i ce  and peace in  our  wor ld .

F r iends ,  as  Mar ianis t s ,  weFr iends ,  as  Mar ianis t s ,  weFr iends ,  as  Mar ianis t s ,  weFr iends ,  as  Mar ianis t s ,  weFr iends ,  as  Mar ianis t s ,  we
acknowledge ac t iv i t ies  f romacknowledge ac t iv i t ies  f romacknowledge ac t iv i t ies  f romacknowledge ac t iv i t ies  f romacknowledge ac t iv i t ies  f rom
2008 that  are  s igns  o f  hope.2008 that  are  s igns  o f  hope.2008 that  are  s igns  o f  hope.2008 that  are  s igns  o f  hope.2008 that  are  s igns  o f  hope.
There  i s  an ongoing in te r fa i thThere  i s  an ongoing in te r fa i thThere  i s  an ongoing in te r fa i thThere  i s  an ongoing in te r fa i thThere  i s  an ongoing in te r fa i th
dia logue between Mos lems anddia logue between Mos lems anddia logue between Mos lems anddia logue between Mos lems anddia logue between Mos lems and
Chr i s t ians .  A  Vat i can CongressChr i s t ians .  A  Vat i can CongressChr i s t ians .  A  Vat i can CongressChr i s t ians .  A  Vat i can CongressChr i s t ians .  A  Vat i can Congress
s tudied the ro le  o f  women in  thes tudied the ro le  o f  women in  thes tudied the ro le  o f  women in  thes tudied the ro le  o f  women in  thes tudied the ro le  o f  women in  the
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“AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH,
AND DWELLED AMONG US.”
(John 1: 14)

Church and in  the wor ld .  The 2ndChurch and in  the wor ld .  The 2ndChurch and in  the wor ld .  The 2ndChurch and in  the wor ld .  The 2ndChurch and in  the wor ld .  The 2nd
Meet ing o f  Ecc les ia l  MovementsMeet ing o f  Ecc les ia l  MovementsMeet ing o f  Ecc les ia l  MovementsMeet ing o f  Ecc les ia l  MovementsMeet ing o f  Ecc les ia l  Movements
and New Communi t ies  took p laceand New Communi t ies  took p laceand New Communi t ies  took p laceand New Communi t ies  took p laceand New Communi t ies  took p lace
in  Lat in  Amer ica.  And,  the recentin  Lat in  Amer ica.  And,  the recentin  Lat in  Amer ica.  And,  the recentin  Lat in  Amer ica.  And,  the recentin  Lat in  Amer ica.  And,  the recent
Synod of  the Word in  RomeSynod of  the Word in  RomeSynod of  the Word in  RomeSynod of  the Word in  RomeSynod of  the Word in  Rome
studied and promoted ways tos tudied and promoted ways tos tudied and promoted ways tos tudied and promoted ways tos tudied and promoted ways to
inc rease the use o f  sac redinc rease the use o f  sac redinc rease the use o f  sac redinc rease the use o f  sac redinc rease the use o f  sac red
sc r ip tures  to  nur ture  the fa i thsc r ip tures  to  nur ture  the fa i thsc r ip tures  to  nur ture  the fa i thsc r ip tures  to  nur ture  the fa i thsc r ip tures  to  nur ture  the fa i th
l i fe  o f  a l l .l i fe  o f  a l l .l i fe  o f  a l l .l i fe  o f  a l l .l i fe  o f  a l l .

As  the Mar ianis t  Fami ly ,  and inAs  the Mar ianis t  Fami ly ,  and inAs  the Mar ianis t  Fami ly ,  and inAs  the Mar ianis t  Fami ly ,  and inAs  the Mar ianis t  Fami ly ,  and in
communion wi th  the universa lcommunion wi th  the universa lcommunion wi th  the universa lcommunion wi th  the universa lcommunion wi th  the universa l
Church,  we look fo rward in  theChurch,  we look fo rward in  theChurch,  we look fo rward in  theChurch,  we look fo rward in  theChurch,  we look fo rward in  the
coming year  to  the 5coming year  to  the 5coming year  to  the 5coming year  to  the 5coming year  to  the 5 t ht ht ht ht h

In te rnat ional  Meet ing o f  MLC-Internat ional  Meet ing o f  MLC-Internat ional  Meet ing o f  MLC-Internat ional  Meet ing o f  MLC-Internat ional  Meet ing o f  MLC-
CLM in Nai robi ,  Kenya,  and theCLM in Nai robi ,  Kenya,  and theCLM in Nai robi ,  Kenya,  and theCLM in Nai robi ,  Kenya,  and theCLM in Nai robi ,  Kenya,  and the
Genera l  Leadersh ip  Assembly  fo rGenera l  Leadersh ip  Assembly  fo rGenera l  Leadersh ip  Assembly  fo rGenera l  Leadersh ip  Assembly  fo rGenera l  Leadersh ip  Assembly  fo r
the Soc ie ty  o f  Mary  in  Puebla,the Soc ie ty  o f  Mary  in  Puebla,the Soc ie ty  o f  Mary  in  Puebla,the Soc ie ty  o f  Mary  in  Puebla,the Soc ie ty  o f  Mary  in  Puebla,
Mex ico .  A lso ,  PMexico .  A lso ,  PMexico .  A lso ,  PMexico .  A lso ,  PMexico .  A lso ,  Pope Benedic t  XVIope Benedic t  XVIope Benedic t  XVIope Benedic t  XVIope Benedic t  XVI
wi l l  v i s i t  Cameroonwi l l  v i s i t  Cameroonwi l l  v i s i t  Cameroonwi l l  v i s i t  Cameroonwi l l  v i s i t  Cameroon and Angola.and Angola.and Angola.and Angola.and Angola.
Th is  v i s i t  wi l l  p recede the SynodThis  v i s i t  wi l l  p recede the SynodThis  v i s i t  wi l l  p recede the SynodThis  v i s i t  wi l l  p recede the SynodThis  v i s i t  wi l l  p recede the Synod
of  A f r i ca .o f  A f r i ca .o f  A f r i ca .o f  A f r i ca .o f  A f r i ca .

We echo the evangel i s t ,  “  AndWe echo the evangel i s t ,  “  AndWe echo the evangel i s t ,  “  AndWe echo the evangel i s t ,  “  AndWe echo the evangel i s t ,  “  And
the Word became f lesh,  andthe Word became f lesh,  andthe Word became f lesh,  andthe Word became f lesh,  andthe Word became f lesh,  and
dwel led among us .”  Wi th Mary,dwel led among us .”  Wi th Mary,dwel led among us .”  Wi th Mary,dwel led among us .”  Wi th Mary,dwel led among us .”  Wi th Mary,
we move beyond fear  andwe move beyond fear  andwe move beyond fear  andwe move beyond fear  andwe move beyond fear  and

despai r ,  knowing that  wi th  thedespai r ,  knowing that  wi th  thedespai r ,  knowing that  wi th  thedespai r ,  knowing that  wi th  thedespai r ,  knowing that  wi th  the
coming of  her  son,  God becamecoming of  her  son,  God becamecoming of  her  son,  God becamecoming of  her  son,  God becamecoming of  her  son,  God became
one of  us  so  that  t ru th  and loveone o f  us  so  that  t ru th  and loveone o f  us  so  that  t ru th  and loveone o f  us  so  that  t ru th  and loveone o f  us  so  that  t ru th  and love
can overcome a l l  ev i l .can overcome a l l  ev i l .can overcome a l l  ev i l .can overcome a l l  ev i l .can overcome a l l  ev i l .

The Bib le  i s  f raught  wi th  appealsThe Bib le  i s  f raught  wi th  appealsThe Bib le  i s  f raught  wi th  appealsThe Bib le  i s  f raught  wi th  appealsThe Bib le  i s  f raught  wi th  appeals
“  not  to  be s i lent” ,  to  “  speak“ not  to  be s i lent” ,  to  “  speak“ not  to  be s i lent” ,  to  “  speak“ not  to  be s i lent” ,  to  “  speak“ not  to  be s i lent” ,  to  “  speak
out”,  to  “proc la im the word atout”,  to  “proc la im the word atout”,  to  “proc la im the word atout”,  to  “proc la im the word atout”,  to  “proc la im the word at
the r ight  and at  the wrong t ime”,the r ight  and at  the wrong t ime”,the r ight  and at  the wrong t ime”,the r ight  and at  the wrong t ime”,the r ight  and at  the wrong t ime”,
to  be the sent ine ls  that  tearto  be the sent ine ls  that  tearto  be the sent ine ls  that  tearto  be the sent ine ls  that  tearto  be the sent ine ls  that  tear
away the s i lence o f  ind i f fe rence.away the s i lence o f  ind i f fe rence.away the s i lence o f  ind i f fe rence.away the s i lence o f  ind i f fe rence.away the s i lence o f  ind i f fe rence.
(Synod on the Word Message,(Synod on the Word Message,(Synod on the Word Message,(Synod on the Word Message,(Synod on the Word Message,
paragraph IV)paragraph IV)paragraph IV)paragraph IV)paragraph IV)

As  ind iv iduals  and asAs  ind iv iduals  and asAs  ind iv iduals  and asAs  ind iv iduals  and asAs  ind iv iduals  and as
communi t ies ,  we turn to  thecommuni t ies ,  we turn to  thecommuni t ies ,  we turn to  thecommuni t ies ,  we turn to  thecommuni t ies ,  we turn to  the
Word of  God to  seek wisdom. WeWord of  God to  seek wisdom. WeWord of  God to  seek wisdom. WeWord of  God to  seek wisdom. WeWord of  God to  seek wisdom. We
pray wi th  the Word to  f indpray wi th  the Word to  f indpray wi th  the Word to  f indpray wi th  the Word to  f indpray wi th  the Word to  f ind
s t rength.  We s tudy the Word andst rength.  We s tudy the Word andst rength.  We s tudy the Word andst rength.  We s tudy the Word andst rength.  We s tudy the Word and
are  chal lenged to  ac t ion,  toare  chal lenged to  ac t ion,  toare  chal lenged to  ac t ion,  toare  chal lenged to  ac t ion,  toare  chal lenged to  ac t ion,  to
br ing the Word to  l i fe  in  our  herebr ing the Word to  l i fe  in  our  herebr ing the Word to  l i fe  in  our  herebr ing the Word to  l i fe  in  our  herebr ing the Word to  l i fe  in  our  here
and now.and now.and now.and now.and now.

Rome,  november  2008Rome,  november  2008Rome,  november  2008Rome,  november  2008Rome,  november  2008
Wor ld  Counc i lWor ld  Counc i lWor ld  Counc i lWor ld  Counc i lWor ld  Counc i l

o f  Mar ian is t  Fami lyo f  Mar ianis t  Fami lyo f  Mar ianis t  Fami lyo f  Mar ianis t  Fami lyo f  Mar ianis t  Fami ly

MARY,

YOU WELCOMED THE MAGI INTO YOUR HOME,

STRANGERS FROM THE EAST.

YOU GAVE THEM WELCOME,

EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE DIFFERENT.

SOON AFTER, YOU AND JOSEPH

FLED WITH THE BABY JESUS INTO EGYPT,

EXILED FROM YOUR OWN LAND.

LEAD US FROM FEAR.

TEACH US ALWAYS TO INCARNATE

YOUR SON, JESUS,

IN OUR WORKS, OUR FAMILIES AND IN OUR

RELATIONSHIPS.

LET THE WORD MADE FLESH

LEAD US TO WELCOME THE STRANGER,

REACH OUT TO THE EXILED AND IMPOVERISHED,

AND CARE FOR THE INTEGRITY

OF ALL GOD’S CREATION.

Do whatever He tells youDo whatever He tells youDo whatever He tells youDo whatever He tells youDo whatever He tells you
Marianist FamilyMarianist Family


